
Today we’ll travel to two of California’s prized museums, 
the priceless Norton Simon Museum in Pasadena and the 
remarkable Autry Museum of the American West in Los 
Angeles’ Griffith Park. 
The Norton Simon Museum is known around the world 
as one of the most remarkable private art collections ever 
assembled. Over a thirty-year period, industrialist 
Norton Simon (1907–1993) amassed an astonishing 
collection of European art from the Renaissance to the 
20th century and a stellar collection of South and 
Southeast Asian art spanning 2,000 years. 
Approximately 1,000 works from the permanent 
collection of 12,000 objects are on view in the Norton 
Simon Museum’s galleries and sculpture garden 
throughout the year. This fantastic museum is rich in 
Rembrandts, Goyas, Degas, Van Goghs and Picassos as 
well as Southeast Asian artworks dated 100 BC. 
 
Next, we will stop for an included buffet lunch with 
multiple choices of entrées at local favorite.  Mijares 
Mexican Restaurant. Here the Mexican culinary 
traditions are far older than the 1920’s landmark itself, 
featuring recipes passed down through generations of 
the Mijares family. Fresh ground salsas and tortillas 
made with volcanic stone tools are served alongside tasty 
favorites like the tostadas and marinated steak fajitas. 
Enjoy these filling and time-tested meals while soaking in 
the welcoming family-style atmosphere.    
 
After lunch it is time to discover the art, history, and 
cultures of the American West with a docent-guided tour 
at the Autry Museum of the American West. This 36,000-
square foot complex features over 500,000 works of art 
and artifacts from the American frontier.  Part of the 
museum is dedicated to Western film memorabilia, from 
the pistols used by Steve McQueen to a replica movie set 
of an Old Western town with storefronts.  The heart of 
the collection are priceless artifacts from the Old West 
including engraved golden pistols owned by Annie 
Oakley, an extensive saddle display, a mail stage coach 
from 1855, Smith & Wesson revolvers, pioneer portraits, 
cowboy hats, buckskin jackets and more,  Western lore 
aside, the Autry also celebrates contemporary art 
designed by todays Masters of the American West. 
                                       
 
 
 

 

 

June 25, 2020 
Thursday 

8:45am board 

9:00am depart 

5:30pm return 

  

$125 member 

$140 non-member 

 

For reservations call Helen 

 (805)482-5269 

 


